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BACKGROUNDER

“Serious injuries only happen to other people.”

Each year, a staggering 400,000 British Columbians are injured, and another 1,200 are killed as a result of predictable and preventable injuries.  Every hour of every day, 47 people in our province suffer a preventable injury as a result of falls, motor vehicle crashes, poisonings, drownings and other activities.  

Preventable injuries are the leading cause of death for British Columbians between the ages of one and 44, and claim the lives of more children in the province than all other causes combined.

On a daily basis, more than 1,100 British Columbians are injured seriously enough to require medical attention.  Of these, approximately four die, 90 are hospitalized and some 27 are left partially or totally disabled.  The fact is, almost all of these injuries and deaths could have been prevented.

No one wants to be injured.  The trouble is, too many of us think that serious injuries only happen to other people.  But they can and do happen to us, and to others around us – at home, at play, at work and on the road.

Now there is a community of companies, organizations and individuals that have come together to address this ongoing tragedy, and the incredible physical, emotional and financial toll it takes on our province.

Preventable 
 Also known as The Community Against Preventable Injuries, Preventable is the first-ever organization to undertake a province-wide social marketing strategy focusing on preventable injuries. 

Using integrated advertising, guerrilla marketing activities and social media, Preventable asks people to adjust their behaviours by thinking before they act, remembering to exercise preventative measures at all times whether on the road, at work, home, play or in water. 

Established to raise awareness, transform societal attitudes, and ultimately change behaviours, Preventable’s goal is to significantly reduce the number and severity of preventable injuries in BC.
A registered non-profit organization, Preventable is governed by a board of directors representing organizations including TELUS, BCAA Traffic Safety Foundation, BC Injury Research and Prevention Unit, Insurance Bureau of Canada, London Drugs, WorkSafeBC, Pacific Blue Cross and the BC Ministry of Labour and Citizens’ Services.  The organization’s work is made possible through the financial and in-kind support of a wide variety of organizations that continue to sign on as Preventable’s partners.

Preventable represents a true partnership, including business and injury prevention organizations, government and others, who champion the cause of safety and injury prevention, raise the profile of this issue, and influence behaviour change.
The magnitude of the issue

In addition to the alarming human cost, preventable injuries cost British Columbians over $4 billion in direct costs.  They are one of the largest burdens on our health care system, consuming funds that could be used elsewhere to address other critical health care issues.

A long-term solution

Preventable has invested considerable resources to develop a province-wide, multi-year strategy. Guided by research and best practice, the organization has developed an approach that will help British Columbians to connect the dots between their current attitudes and behaviour, their understanding of the inherent risks and the burden of preventable injuries in the province.

June 1, 2009, marked the launch of Preventable’s multi-year, multi-faceted strategy that leverages the resources, experience and expertise of its member organizations.  By identifying opportunities, achieving economies of scale and establishing program synergies, preventable.ca will create the critical mass necessary to transform societal attitudes toward injury prevention.  

The individuals, corporations and organizations that have joined, and are continuing to join preventable.ca, are concerned about this growing epidemic and share the common belief that the situation can and must change.  Injuries can be prevented. 

Together we will reduce the burden of preventable injuries in BC.  We invite all British Columbians to join Preventable and help us create a culture where we all look out for each other. Please join us in this cause. Visit preventable.ca. 
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